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Third-generation Rebel leads as sorority’s first African-American president

Reports: No students
injured in London
LANA FERGUSON
WESLEY MCFALL
LIZZIE MCINTOSH

thedmnews@gmail.com
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“S

he’s what you
might call a natural-born leader,”
Ole Miss Phi Mu
House Director Vicki Taylor
said.
Taylor is talking about Phaedra Nicole Craig: a Georgia native, a third-generation Rebel

and the first black president of
the Phi Mu Alpha Delta chapter
on campus.
Taylor worked as a house
director at three other SEC
schools before coming back to
her alma mater in 2009. She
also taught in the School of
Business Administration for a
few years. Around the house,
she goes by Mama V.
“I’ve been really pleasantly
surprised at how this sorori-

ty and campus in general has
been open to diversity,” Mama
V said. “It’s not like that everywhere.”
Mama V said she’s gotten
to know Craig through her
persistent leadership over the
past two years. She said Craig
is someone of integrity, whom
people respect without her demanding it.

many for Houston, where he
would connect and fly into
Memphis, Tennessee, he was
stopped by airport officials.
“I have lived and studied
in San Francisco, New York,
and Boston for years and not
once did I have any difficulty
entering the country,” Wittmann wrote in email earlier
this week.
He was traveling to present his paper “Autobiography
Beyond the Enlightened Individual: Facets and Forms
of Life Writing in the Islamic
World” as a part of a medieval
Islam and the modern world
lecture series on campus. He
was the third of four speakers
in the series. Wittmann was
also scheduled to speak at the
University of Texas at Austin
during his stay.

“I was quite shocked that
in spite of holding an official
U.S. government document
in hand stating the opposite
and declaring that I am free to
travel to the U.S. any time until April of next year, my permission apparently had been
revoked,” Wittmann said.
The Electronic System for
Travel Authorization, operated
by the Department of Homeland Security online application system, was developed by
the United States government
as a way to pre-screen travelers before they were allowed to
enter the country.
According to the website,
visitors traveling through the
Visa Waiver Program, includ-

SEE CRAIG PAGE 3

Visiting lecturer denied entry to US
LYNDY BERRYHILL

thedmnews@gmail.com

Some students were dismayed to learn a special lecture on Islamic history would
be canceled Tuesday night
because the presenter was
denied access into the United
States.
Richard Wittmann, who is a
German citizen, is the associate director of the Orient-Institut in Istanbul.
Wittmann was making his
journey from Turkey to Ole
Miss when he was delayed in
Frankfurt, Germany and told
he did not have adequate documentation to enter the United States.
Wittmann said as he was
boarding the plane in Ger-

@thedm_news

Ole Miss softball shuts
out Mississippi State

No doubt:

SEE OPINION PAGE 2
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“By the grace of God, no one is
in London right now,” Ole Miss
study abroad adviser Skip Langley said.
Wednesday morning, news
spread about a terrorist attack in
London when a knife-wielding
man plowed a car into pedestrians on Westminster Bridge
before fatally stabbing a police
officer at the gates of Parliament.
Four were killed, including the attacker, and about 40 others were
injured, in what Prime Minister
Theresa May called a “sick and
depraved terrorist attack,” according to The Associated Press.
No students were in London
through the study abroad program. All the other students in
the United Kingdom have been
confirmed safe.
Langley, who oversees students in different regions including the United Kingdom, said
this was the first time in his sixyear tenure that no students were
studying abroad in London.
In 2005, Langley was an Ole
Miss student himself studying
abroad in London. He was there
when the July 7, 2005, London
bombings happened. The bombings, a series of coordinated suicide bombings in public transportation, killed 52 people and
injured hundreds.
“Some of those emotions I had
then, I had again today when I
got that alert,” Langley said.
He said risks like this are always in the back of his mind as a
study abroad adviser, but the office does have a reaction plan to
ensure everyone’s safety when it
does happen.
The first people the office
reaches out to in these situations
are the people living directly in

that area. Then, it continues to
check with everyone nearby. He
said people may not be simply
studying in one specific city or
country, as students travel all
around for spring break and other occasions.
No students with the Study
Abroad Office were directly affected by the attack. Two students, Lauren Vonder Haar and
William Mayo, were in London
at the time of the attack interning
with Deloitte but have been confirmed safe.
The London incident, however, is not the first time the Study
Abroad Office has had to react to
an attack.
Cassie Porter, a student worker in the Study Abroad Office,
was in Berlin last summer when
two bombings happened south
of her.
“The Study Abroad Office
made sure that whenever there
was a threat that happened near
us, I got an email saying, ‘Hey,
just so you know, this happened.
Please send us an email and let
us know that you are OK,’” Porter
said.
Students are also required to
attend an orientation before traveling abroad to discuss health and
safety issues they may encounter
in the different countries. The office recommends students take
part in the Smart Traveler Enrollment Program through the
U.S. State Department, which
alerts the embassies of the countries American citizens are in if a
security emergency occurs.
According to a story map by
the Esri Story Maps Team and
PeaceTech Lab, there have been
293 attacks with 1,875 fatalities
around the globe in 2017 already.
Attacks are reported regularly
in the Middle East and Europe,
including hot spots like France

SEE ATTACK PAGE 3
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Conservative Member of Parliament Tobias Ellwood, center, helps emergency
services attend to an injured person outside the Houses of Parliament, London,
SEE LECTURER PAGE 3 Wednesday, March 22, 2017.
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Trump’s budget cuts hurt the voters who elected him

LIAM NIEMAN

thedmopnion@gmail.com

If you compare a map
of the counties stretching
from southern New York
to
North
Mississippi
that
the
Appalachian
Regional
Commission
(ARC) provides economic
development funds to with
a map of the counties that
voted for Donald Trump
last fall, you will find a near
exact correlation.
Ten of the 13 Appalachian
states went for Trump.
It was this region — rural
Appalachia — and these
people — the white, working
poor — that served as the

base that carried Trump to
the presidency.
This voting bloc helped
turn large states like Ohio
and Pennsylvania red and
secure Trump’s victory.
And, in turn, Trump used
his strong support from this
region during his campaign
to prove his authenticity,
distance himself from his
elite background and show
that the Rust Belt workers
and coal miners who
lost their jobs because of
corporate outsourcing and
environmental regulations
had faith that he could
bring jobs back to the U.S.
Yet,
as
the
Trump
administration has taken
its place in the White House
and begun announcing
policy proposals, it has
proved how little it cares for
those who had faith in it.
In his proposed budget,
Trump seeks to completely
cut out 19 organizations, one
of which is the Appalachian
Regional Commission.
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The ARC was created in
1965 to address the poverty
spread
throughout
the
Appalachian region. While
many of the same problems
and some relatively new
ones still plague the region,
the
organization
has
modernized the region by
bringing running water,
electricity and improved
infrastructure.
Since 1960, the number
of high-poverty counties
in Appalachia has dropped
from 295 to 84.
Today, a federal co-chair
works with the governors
of the 13 Appalachian
states to allocate funds to
economic
development
projects, most of which are
as basic as improving the
highway system to combat
isolation or building new
post-secondary schools to
diversify local economies
and provide jobs in place
of the disappearing coal
industry.
These types of projects

thedmcopy@gmail.com

County.
Luckily, the Senate still
must approve the budget
before its cuts would
take effect. The ARC has
bipartisan support from
many Appalachian senators.
Senate Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell insisted
that the ARC will remain,
and if Republican senators
outside of the region can
see the commission’s value,
it should remain.
Yet, even if the budget
does not make it through
as is, it still says something
about President Trump.
For a politician who
repeatedly claimed to be
on the side of Appalachia,
Trump has shown he does
not understand nor care
about those who put such
strong faith in him.
Liam Nieman is
a Southern studies
and economics major
from Mount Gretna,
Pennsylvania.
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have led to the creation or
securing of around 23,000
jobs in Appalachia just in
the past year.
The commission’s budget
of $146 million is minuscule
in comparison to most other
parts of our multi-trillion
dollar national budget.
Defunding this program
that makes up such a
small fraction of the
nation’s budget would have
disastrous implications.
Cutting the ARC would
put a halt on hundreds
of projects in the 13
Appalachian states that,
unlike “handout” welfare
programs, would be pointed
investments in the future of
the region.
Schools, hospitals and
transportation
systems
would have to find other
sources for funding or just
collapse.
Some of this fallout
would directly affect the
Mississippi counties to the
north and east of Lafayette
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CRAIG

continued from page 1
Craig is a junior integrated
marketing
communications
major and said it felt like coming home when she came to Ole
Miss freshman year from Suwanee, Georgia.
“I wanted to get out of my
home state to go to college so I’d
have the opportunity to have a
full college experience in a new
environment,” Craig said.
Her mother, Phyllis Crenshaw, is from Oxford and
earned her undergraduate degree from Ole Miss. Former
Chapter President Abby Cummings said she met Crenshaw
at Phi Mu’s Officer Academy in
2016. She said Crenshaw is a
sweet-spirited and encouraging
woman.
“They have a very close relationship, and I know Ms. Phyllis
is a big part of why Phaedra is
the leader she is,” Cummings
said.
Craig’s grandparents also

LECTURER

continued from page 1
ing German citizens, must apply for a travel authorization in
advance. They must also have
a machine readable passport
in order to gain admittance
into the United States.
“I was told by the Homeland Security staff in Frankfurt
that the travel authorization
approval issued by the same
government agency, which
I got through the ESTA visa
waiver system on Jan. 20, was
‘declared expired by Washington,’” Wittmann said.
Wittmann said he was not
able to learn the reason or
when the decision was made
to deny him entry on the airplane.
“Oddly enough, they also
would not grant me a new
travel authorization on the
spot, which is usually the case
if an address was misspelled or
if there was another small error in the original application,”
Wittmann said.
This summer marks 30
years since Wittmann first visited America, and he has continued to do so every year or
two since.
Ole Miss professor Valerio
Cappozzo, who is the director
of the Italian program and a
medieval studies affiliate, said
he was disappointed when he
found out Wittmann’s lecture
would have to be canceled.
Cappozzo said it can be a
frustrating experience, but in
the current global climate it is
a conversation that needs to
be had since President Donald

earned their master’s and specialist’s degrees the university.
She said her mom never joined
a sorority while at school, so
she didn’t feel much pressure to
rush herself.
“I felt like a fish out of water
when it came to recruitment,”
Craig said. “I
was kind of
just optimistic
about the whole
thing.”
Craig grew up
as the only child
in her house after her older siblings had moved
out. She said she
went to a large
high school and was looking for
the comfort factor of a sorority.
But even after pledging with Phi
Mu, Craig said she didn’t expect
to become president.
Sophomore year, Craig said
her leadership blood took over.
She applied for an executive
position and ran unopposed to
become her chapter’s director
of harm reduction and prevention.

“I always wanted to do something with leadership to benefit
other people,” Craig said.
In this first executive roll,
Craig said she created many relationships with women in her
sorority at the parties she had to
oversee.

“I got to know a lot of different people in different pledge
classes,” she said. “I was able
to meet girls I never thought I’d
grow relationships with.”
Then, Cummings was serving as the chapter’s president.
Cummings said being president
of a 400-person chapter is no
easy job and she knew her successor would have to be confident yet self-aware.

president position and win the
chapter vote.
Mama V had been with the
Alpha Delta chapter for seven
years then and seen seven presidents walk through the halls,
but never an African-American
one.
“I’m proud that we’ve been
able to have so many firsts for
females on this campus,” Mama
V said.

Trump’s travel ban.
Wittmann earned his Master
of Arts and his doctorate from
Harvard University. He also
specializes in Islamic law and
legal practice during the Ottoman Empire, the use of Islamic
law institutions by non-Muslims and questions of identity
in the empire.
Ole Miss professor Nicolas
Trepanier, a native of Canada,
said it is possible it was due to
a clerical error.
“We don’t know exactly what
happened yet,” Trepanier said.
“We’re still investigating it.”
The lecture has not been rescheduled, but Trepanier said
Ole Miss is likely going to try
and arrange for Wittmann
to speak in the next couple of
years.
“When we organize something like that … When all
of that is canceled, it makes
our job very, very difficult,”
Trepanier said.
Trepanier said traveling in
foreign countries can be complicated, but he does worry
continual poor experiences have the potential to hurt
America’s academic edge.
Trepanier said for academics, America is the major leagues. There are multiple non-native U.S. citizens
teaching at Ole Miss who have
graduated from the most prestigious American colleges, like
Trepanier’s alma mater, Harvard University.
“There are people who want
to be in the U.S., including me,
who want to be here because
the universities here are better
than anywhere else,” Trepanier said. “That is a strength of
the United States.”

ATTACK

ing abroad.
Porter said though she has not
seen a decline in students studying abroad, there has been an
uptick in calls from concerned
parents.
“We have definitely had to talk
about it more, but by the time we
are done explaining [safety precautions and resources], they are
usually pretty comfortable with
the idea,” Porter said.
For some students, the consolation of the Study Abroad Office
is not enough to gain the permission of their parents to go abroad.
Demi Leara, a junior pharmacy student, wanted to study
abroad this summer in Spain but
is not able to because of concerns
from her parents about safety
overseas.
“My parents are safety freaks,
and they are too scared of letting
me go out of the country without
them,” Leara said.
David Newman, a junior international studies major, is cur-

“

“There was no doubt Phaedra
was the girl for the job,” Cummings said.
When Cummings asked
Craig if was interested in the
president position, Craig said
she thought she was kidding.
She would soon run for the

I think that it helps girls like myself, minority
girls, see that it is possible. It might seem very
one-sided, but you’ve got to find the chapter that
brings out the best in you.”

Kim Dandridge, the university’s first black female Associated Student Body president, was
also a member of Phi Mu before
she graduated in 2013. Craig
said she is glad she now has
her own opportunity to learn
about and present ideas to other women on campus.
“I think that it helps girls
like myself, minority girls,
see that it is possible,” Craig
said. “It might seem very
one-sided, but you’ve got to
find the chapter that brings
out the best in you.”
Craig said she feels very
honored and humbled the
members of her chapter have
given her the opportunity to
lead them over the course of the
next year.
She said her time at Ole Miss
has been all about embracing
the experience.
“There’s nothing wrong with
dipping your foot into a pool
you’ve never been in,” Craig
said. “It could turn out to be
the best decision you’ve ever
made.”

– Phaedra Craig

continued from page 1
and Syria.
Due to the danger involved
in traveling to places where terrorism is more commonplace,
European countries have seen a
decline in recent tourism trends.
According to an article by The
New York Times, this is especially true in France, following the
November 2016 attack in Paris
and the Bastille Day tragedy in
Nice.
Porter said there has been a
growing attitude of fear among
students toward traveling to Europe.
“Some people kind of assume
that anywhere they go in Europe,
they are going to get attacked,
which is not the case at all,” Porter said. She said once students
speak with their advisers, they
feel more comfortable about go-

Senior
HonorS THeSiS
PreSenTaTion

Anna Catherine Crider
B.S. in PHarmaceuTical
ScienceS

“Mississippi
Pharmacists’ Perception
and Knowledge of
ADHD in Children”
Directed by Erin Holmes

Thursday, March 23
at 12:00 pm
Faser Hall Room 217

The defense is open to the public.

rently studying in Jordan for the
semester.
Newman said right now is a
risky time to be abroad in the
Middle East, but he came to Ole
Miss to study Arabic, and the opportunity is too good to pass up
in what he considers the foundational years of learning a language.
“The best way to understand a
complex region like the Middle
East is to immerse yourself in
it,” Newman said. “I think ignorance can often be just as, if not
more, dangerous than traversing through Israel, Palestine and
Jordan. In my mind, the benefits
of studying abroad in the Middle
East far outweigh the potential
risks.”
This article was contributed
to The Daily Mississippian from
a reporting class with additional
reporting from Lana Ferguson.
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A SERIES ON NATIONAL WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH

Women
making
strides:
FILMMAKER HOPES TO EMPOWER WOMEN WITH DOCUMENTARY
DEVNA BOSE

thedmfeatures@gmail.com

was open to me. I just needed to
study, work hard and then go
and take it. The key, she said,
was education,” Cohn said.
“She’s right, and thanks to her,
I never felt like being a woman
held me back.”
For 10 years afterward, Cohn
worked for a production company in New York City and California and has only recently
returned home to Mississippi to
focus on her own projects.
“My husband, Pato, is also a
filmmaker, and we work together. We can be based anywhere
in the world and we choose
Oxford,” Cohn said. “It’s just a
great place to live – great public
schools for our girls, amazing
food and arts and an incredible
community of people who are
engaged in the community and
the world. And no, I’ve never
regretted leaving the fancy law
firm.”
One of Cohn’s most important
pieces of work to date is her documentary “Endo What?,” which
focuses on endometriosis, a disease affecting one in 10 women
worldwide. Endometriosis a disorder in which tissue that lines
the inside of the uterus grows
outside the uterus.
“It’s arguably the most common, debilitating disease that
most people have never heard
of. ‘Endo What?’ is a film trying to change that devastating
narrative. As I often say, ’It’s
more than a film; it’s a tool to
take control of your health,’”
she said. “At its heart, ‘Endo
What?’ is an educational film.
We’re completing its follow-up
film now. The second film approaches the disease from a
social justice perspective. Our
hope is that both films are catalyzing tools to truly change the
narrative of this disease that
affects hundreds, if not thou-

PHOTO COURTESY: WWW.ENDOWHAT.COM

sands, of girls and women in
Oxford.”
Cohn suffers from the disease
herself, and her daughters have
an increased risk of developing
symptoms. She said her inspiration was “working toward a
future where her daughters and
millions like them don’t have to
needlessly suffer.”
Women’s pain has not been
taken seriously historically by
the medical community, and
“Endo What?” seeks to break
the cycle of gender bias and help
with “giving women the information and tools to take control
of their health.”

Cohn recently spoke at this
past year’s UM Ted Talks to
further raise awareness about
the disease in the Ole Miss community. Her documentary has
attained worldwide acclaim,
been screened on six continents
and started a “global conversation” about women’s health. It
has been quoted in numerous
national newspapers and magazines, such as the New York
Times, as a film that “shatters
the myths surrounding endometriosis.”
“It’s the first step in creating
widespread awareness and education about endometriosis,”

Cohn said. “To date, it’s screened
on six continents and started
a global conversation. We’re
currently in production on a
second film to be released later this year, which approached
endometriosis as a social justice
and human rights issue. That’s
the next step. My hope is that
a woman, or any person, walks
away from the film not only educated, but empowered to go
out and find answers and demand the best care for herself.
I hope women learn the importance of being proactive in their
healthcare, even beyond endometriosis.”
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Remarkable Oxonian and creator of “Endo What?,” Shannon
Cohn, has lived from coast to
coast, but nothing hits closer to
home than the battle to educate
women about endometriosis.
A Ripley native, Cohn grew up
in north Mississippi and studied international business as an
undergraduate at Mississippi
State University because of her
curiosity about the world and
hoped her major would get her
“out into it.” After graduating,
she was accepted to Vanderbilt
Law School but “spontaneously decided to defer for a year”
and went to New York instead,
interning at Late Night with
Conan O’Brien and Sony Pictures because of her interest
in the entertainment industry.
She struggled to decide between
staying in New York and doing
what she considered the practical thing – attending law school
– and she eventually returned to
Vanderbilt for law school.
“I loved law school and Vanderbilt, but I did not like being
a lawyer,” she said. “I practiced
international law at the biggest
firm in Atlanta, and the job was
pretty fancy. However, as I sat at
my desk each day, I felt my life
passing by in billable hours, and
after two years, I quit.”
Cohn moved to Africa to work
with refugees after quitting her
six-figure job, admitting her parents were concerned about her
at the time. However, it didn’t
take long for Cohn to prove her
determination. She applied to
the graduate film program at
New York University and was
accepted.
Cohn’s mother was the first in
her family to go to college, and
Cohn said she was fortunate
to have been raised by such a
strong, trailblazing woman.
“She always told me the world

LIFESTYLES
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Miss-I-Sippin’ brings food, brew this weekend
CLAIRE HARPER
ELIZABETH PARRY

thedmfeatures@gmail.com

When Wayne Andrews
moved to Oxford, he expected
to see the booming business of
craft breweries in town, but at
that time, Mississippi had legislation in place blocking craft
breweries. Since then laws
have changed, and there are
now 11 craft breweries creating
tourism and job opportunities
in the state.
The state legislature recently
passed a House bill that would
allow Mississippi breweries
to sell the beer they brew on
premises, within limitations.
HB1322 will take effect July 1
and is another victory for local
breweries looking to grow their
brand.
This weekend, the Yoknapatawpha Arts Council’s annual Miss-I-sippin’ will once
again invite the community
of Oxford to come out and experience craft beer, food and
music. The two-day event will
begin this Friday evening and
continue Saturday from 12 to
8 p.m.
Andrews, executive director
of Yoknapatawpha Arts Council, has been in charge of the
event since its start. The idea
spurred from several different
areas, including Andrews’ love
of beer, as well as the bigger aspect – that Mississippi did not
allow craft breweries when he
moved to town.
Andrews found that people
were pushing for craft breweries.
“It’s both economic development, you know, breweries create jobs, and also tourism … So,

it’s bringing people to the town
… It is a boom for small towns,”
he said.
Since Andrews moved here,
the laws have changed, and
there are now 11 breweries in
Mississippi “making very interesting beers.”
“We created Miss-I-Sippin’
to talk about Mississippi food,
culture, art and how they’re all
interconnected, and nine years
later, it’s still chuggin’ along,”
Andrews said.
The two-day event begins
this Friday at the Powerhouse
with the Brewer’s Dinner, prepared by Dwayne Ingraham,
winner of Food Network’s Cutthroat Kitchen.
“He’s come up with a whole
kind of pairing menu with the
dessert being matched to the
Coffee Break beer that Yalobusha (Brewing Co.) does,” Andrews said.
“The menu that I created I
really wanted to reflect what
we do over at Sinfully Southern
in a sense of kind of take some
of the things that were unique
to my past and my childhood
and share the experience,” Ingraham said.
The dinner’s menu includes
crawfish pie, gumbo, smothered pork loin and banana
pudding, all of which are a nod
to Boothville, Louisiana – Ingraham’s home town.
On Saturday, festival-goers
are expected to travel around
the Oxford community to The
Growler, Gus’s Fried Chicken
and Jackson Beer Company
for specials on food and craft
beers.
The Growler will have a special tasting with giveaways,
trivia and a lecturer for people
who stop by on Saturday, ac-

cording to Andy Douglas, general manager.
“A few people in town have
tentatively agreed to give a talk
about tasting beers and different qualities of beer and about
the history,” Douglas said.
According to Andrews,
brewers are excited to attend
because they have the opportunity to share their product with
people who are eager to learn
while enjoying one-on-one discussions.
“Our (event) is nice, small
and intimate with conversation and is about having a lot
of fun,” he said. “But it is also
a chance that (brewers) get to
directly talk to someone using
(their) product.”
Starting at 3 p.m. the beer
pavilion, located at the Old Armory Pavilion on University
Avenue, will open and feature
live music, Gus’s Fried Chicken, games and various activities.
“We have what we hope will
be the first annual chicken
wing-eating contest,” Andrews’
said. The contest is open to the
public, and there will be a $10
entry fee.
“Having good brands like
that does help us to have a
good event. People go, ‘I know
what to expect,’” Andrews said.
The council sells around
400 tickets each year, making
about $6,000 in profits, which
helps fund free events hosted
throughout the year.
It also hosts several other
events throughout the year as
a way of being an active part of
the community.
“We don’t want to be an organization where you can only
hear from us once a year,” Andrews said. “I think that kind

Weekend events
FRIDAY, MARCH 24: BREWER’S DINNER
Multi-course meal paired with featured beers.
Tickets available at sippin.oxfordarts.com
Saturday only: $30
Friday and Saturday: $80

SATURDAY, MARCH 25: COMMUNITY CRAWL
12-3 p.m.:

Locations:
Gus’s Fried Chicken, The Growler,
High Point Coffee, Jackson Beer
Co.

3-8 p.m.:

Tasting Pavilion

(Old Armory Pavilion on University Ave)

Beer, live music, chicken wing
eating contest and games
of experiential giving, where
people feel that they’re going to
something for a good cause, is
a little more enjoyable, a little
more palatable.”
The council hosts quarterly
fundraising events including
Three Blind Wines, a wine tasting contest; Sunset Concert
Series, which takes place in the
Grove every Sunday in June;

Miss-I-Sippin’ and an ornament auction in December.
“We have a lot of programs.
There is something always going on. We have a little bit of
everything.”
This article was submitted
to The Daily Mississippian
from an advanced reporting
class.

Katy Simpson Smith delivers with ‘Free Men’
LEE CATHERINE COLLINS
lcollins@go.olemiss.edu

At the end of spring break,
I put my beach-y romance
novels back on the shelf and
reached for an entirely different read.
“Free Men,” a thought-provoking novel set in 1788, tracks
the interconnected journey of
a runaway slave named Bob,
a grieving white man called
Cat and a Native American
dreamer named Istillicha. This
unlikely trio commits an unplanned murder, and the story follows a French tracker
named Le Clerc as he pursues
them.
If you are looking for historical fiction that you cannot put
down, Jackson-native author
Katy Simpson Smith delivers
with her sophomore novel,
crafting beautifully developed
characters who tell a story all
their own.
Smith, whose first novel,
“The Story of Land and Sea,”
was critically acclaimed, creates
characters with heartbreaking,
all too realistic backstories that

PHOTO COURTESY: HARPERCOLLINS.COM

punctuate the actual plot of the
novel. Readers get a painful
look at the lifestyle of a typical
African-American slave in the
1780s, and Smith uses Bob’s
restlessness as a slave to explore the idea of freedom. Bob
muses, “Get yourself a new life,
a free one, make things that no
one else can claim.” His character delves into the choices
enslaved people made, looking
at what they had to lose in running away while holding onto a
hope that they had something
to gain.
Perhaps the greatest deviant from stereotype, Cat, an
orphaned white male, suffers
a painful childhood scarred
with memories from working
for a surgeon during wartime,
as well as the death of his alcoholic father. His life drastically changes when he meets the
love of his life, but Cat suffers
tragedy yet again. Cat’s story
was the one that brought me
to tears, simply because he
truly experienced and almost
personifies grief. His character presents readers with the
question: What good is a white
man’s privilege if he has noth-

ing for which to live?
Istillicha’s character helps to
connect the dots between the
main characters’ backstories,
the crime committed and Le
Clerc’s manhunt. However, his
character is equally developed.
Elements of betrayal touch several parts of his life, and Istillicha’s will to succeed is just one
inspiring factor in the novel. At
the end of the story, I felt most
triumphant for him.
I praise Smith for her charismatic characters, believable
storytelling and strong dialogue that sometimes made me
take out a pen and underline.
She takes big themes like racial
discrimination, freedom, morality and love and puts them
into a relatable story about life.
I would recommend “Free
Men” to anyone looking for
historical fiction that tells a believable story with characters
who are connected in ways that
words cannot really articulate.
This story definitely explores
that kind of bond, and it truly
transports readers back in time
to experience unbelievable
hardships and hard-fought victories.
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Veterans stepping up as coaching staff transitions
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Novice Sudoku Puzzles, Volume 1, Book 2
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Sudoku #6
6 7 2 1
9 1 8 6
3 4 5 7
7 2 6 3
5 8 3 2
4 9 1 8
2 6 7 4
1 3 9 5
8 5 4 9
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Fill in the blank squares so that each row, each column and each
3-by-3 block contain all of the digits 1 thru 9.
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DIFFICULTY LEVEL
6 2 3 4
8 7 6 1
4 8 5 9
3 6 1 2
2 4 7 8
7 3 9 5
5 1 2 6
9 5 8 3
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7
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2 4 7
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3
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5
6
1 2
7
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6 1
4 8 5

Complete the grid so
that every row, column
and 3x3 box contains the
numbers 1 through 9 with
no repeats.
Umpire's dessert -- rhubarb pie
-- Raymond D. Love
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and self-imposed bowl ban
certainly limit what Ole Miss
can do in the years to come,
veterans and newcomers
alike are sure to be instrumental in ensuring the Rebels suffer a dent and not a
defeat. With six new coaching staff hires, Ole Miss will
be forced to embrace the
new. And with returning
seniors, including Haynes,
eager to finish a job left
undone, there will be plenty of veteran leadership to
smooth over the transition.

SUDOKU PUZZLE BROUGHT TO YOU BY OLE MISS GOLF COURSE
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Sudoku #8
3 9 2 1 8 5 6 4
8 7 1 6 9 4 2 5
4 5 6 7 2 3 8 1
2 3 9 4 7 8 1 6
5 6 8 9 1 2 7 3
7 1 4 3 5 6 9 8
9 2 3 8 4 1 5 7
6 8 7 5 3 9 4 2
4 5 2 6 7 3 9

50

ORDER ONLINE
WWW.DOMINOS.COM

gets the best out of us every
practice and pushes us more
and more. We really appreciate that,” Haynes said.
McGriff was a cornerback
coach at Ole Miss in 2012
and was an important asset
on the recruiting trail that
year, as well, helping to haul
in a class headlined by Tony
Conner, Robert Nkemdiche
and Laquon Treadwell. His
contributions, like Haynes’
and Freeze’s, will be necessary to ensure the continued
success of Ole Miss’ football
program.
While the NCAA sanctions

1

LATE NIGHTS PREFERRED
Part-Time/Full-Time
SIGNING BONUS
$

to be near unrecognizable
next year. Not to mention,
the Rebels are only returning six defensive starters.
Without a bowl game to
aim for, leading the defense
in 2017 will be a challenge.
Haynes and several other
upperclassmen stand ready
to shoulder that burden.
As for McGriff’s transition
thus far, Haynes praised the
new coordinator’s ability to
motivate and lead the charge
for a defense that ranked
111th in the nation last year.
“Having coach McGriff has
been a big point for us. He

5 9 3 7
1 8 4 2
2 6 5 1
8 5 7 3
4 2 9 6
9 4 1 8
7 3 6 4
6 7 8 5
3 1 2 9

NOW HIRING
ALL POSITIONS

Defensive tackle Issac Gross throws up the Landshark after making a tackle against Florida State.

Sudoku #7
1 4 2 6 8
3 5 6 9 7
9 7 8 3 4
6 9 4 2 1
7 8 1 5 3
2 3 5 7 6
5 1 9 8 2
4 2 3 1 9
7 4 5

With spring training in
full swing, Ole Miss football
is focused on football. Despite setbacks, primarily the
NCAA’s notice of allegations
regarding the university’s
recruiting practices, head
coach Hugh Freeze is looking to veteran leadership,
alongside a few new arrivals, to forge a strong core for
next season.
“This is my last year,” returning senior defensive
end Marquis Haynes said.
“There was nothing I could
do to control [the ban]. The
attitude on the team has
been phenomenal, really,
everyone staying positive
and moving forward.”
Haynes, who ranks third
in school history with 24.5
career sacks, is one of the
veterans Freeze hopes will

6

thedmsports@gmail.com

step into a leadership role
in the fall. For Freeze, that
starts in the weight room.
Haynes, who weighs in at
230 pounds, hopes to gain 10
more pounds of muscle before the season starts in order to increase his strength
and ultimately make him
more NFL-ready.
“He’s got the speed; he’s
got the tools; he’s got the
pass-rush abilities, but I’d
like to see him gain some
weight,” Freeze said.
If Haynes can successfully
bulk up, he could become an
even greater asset to a team
desperate for power and
size. Yet his greatest contribution next season may not
show up in the stat line.
With Wesley McGriff replacing Dave Wommack as
defensive coordinator, as
well as new linebacker and
defensive line coaches, the
Rebels’ sideline staff is going

8
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Rebels hoping to revive offense against Kentucky
thedmsports@gmail.com

Run production and offense have come and gone
like the common cold for
Ole Miss in this young 2017
season. The Rebels came
out of the gate sprinting
with back-to-back sweeps
over ranked opponents East
Carolina and UNC-Wilmington, a stretch in which
the team pile up 55 runs in
its first seven games. The
freshman bats caught fire
immediately and began on
a trajectory that now seems
like the polar opposite of
what most thought would
happen, one that has since
come back down to earth a
little.
The Rebels were humbled
by some of the most elite
pitching in college baseball
in a round robin tournament in Houston and then
relied on their pitching to
carry the load for the next
seven games after that, winning wars of attrition in
low-scoring games such as
a 1-0 and 2-0 affairs against
Furman and a 1-0 Friday
night win against Vanderbilt. The pitching staff had
a stretch of five games in
which the opponent didn’t
touch home plate.
There were some bright
spots offensively during
this stretch – like a 10-run
explosion last Sunday to
clinch a series win over the
Commodores – and guys
were squaring balls up at
times, just with little to
show for it. But the offense
just seemingly hasn’t been
there over the last 10 games
for Ole Miss.
“We keep track of “quabs”
(quality at bats), and it
seemed like each game we
would have 20-25 quabs and
just be hitting balls right at
people,” freshman Thomas
Dillard said. “It seemed like
1-9 in our lineup, we were
having good at-bats. It just
wasn’t working out for us.”

Some of it is a natural byproduct of having four, and
sometimes five, freshman
bats in the lineup. Cooper
Johnson and Grae Kessinger have 13 hits on the year
combined between the two,
and neither one was expected to carry a heavy offensive
load this year. They’re in
the lineup because of their
defense. But it can be difficult to compensate for that
when the other seven slots
in the lineup aren’t overly
powerful. Colby Bortles got
off to a treacherous start in
the first two weekends and
yet is the only player on
the team with double-digit RBIs. Will Golsan is the
only player on the team hitting .300 right now and is
one of three players with 20
hits through 21 games.
“I think it’s part of it. We
got off to a great start and
played really well the first
two weeks,” head coach
Mike Bianco said. “Another
part of it is that we played
really poorly offensively for
a couple of weeks. Really
delving into it, part of the
pressure on some of these
younger guys is that no one
else was hitting, and so it
was kind of like that virus
caught everybody. I think a
lot of people stopped looking the same. The swings,
the confidence started to
waver. But I thought this
past weekend we swung it
better, and some of the guys
that we’re talking about had
better swings, even if they
didn’t have the results. I
thought some of the guys
that didn’t have hits had
some hard outs.”
Tuesday’s loss to Memphis was a pretty good picture of what Bianco was
alluding to. Ole Miss caught
Memphis’ midweek starter
Jonathan Bowlan on one of
the best nights of his career
and squared up some baseballs that were really hard
outs. But obviously that didn’t
translate to the box score.
Ole Miss will certainly

CLASSIFIEDS INFORMATION
The DEADLINE to place, correct or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one business day
in advance. The Daily Mississippian is published Monday through Friday.
Classified ads must be prepaid. All major credit cards accepted. No refunds
on classified ads once published.
The DM reserves the right to refuse ads that appear to offer unrealistic or
questionable products or services.
To place your ad in The Daily Mississippian Classifieds section,
visit: http://www.thedmonline.com/classifieds.

APARTMENT FOR RENT

HOUSE FOR RENT

LARGE 2 BEDROOM/2.5 BATH
townhouse with W/D included. No
pets. 1 year lease. Quiet atmosphere.
Deposit required. Call (662)234-0000
TWO BDRM, TWO BATH at The
Mark. Includes major appliances,
water, internet, and TV cable. $950/
month. Available 8/1/2017. (662)4566226

3 BEDROOM 3 BATH ALL APPLIANCES
INCLUDED
$900.00
DEPOSIT/$900.00/MO
COLLEGE
HILL AREA (662)473-2885 (662)4732114

CONDO FOR RENT

PHOTO BY: CAMERON BROOKS

Catcher Cooper Johnson (left), head coach Mike Bianco (middle) and pitcher Ryan Rolison (right) talk on the mound
during Ole Miss’ game against Texas Tech Saturday, March 4, at Minute Maid Park in Houston. Texas Tech would go on to
defeat Ole Miss 5-1.
need that offense to come
back as it hits the road in
SEC play for the first time
on Thursday against a Kentucky team that swept Texas
A&M on the road last weekend. The Wildcats have a
couple of tall, athletic arms
with a lot of velocity, and it
will certainly be a tough test
for this young lineup. Baseball can be a funny game.
Offense for any team comes
and goes in spurts, but if for
nothing else but the psyche
and confidence of this young
group, the Rebels need to
see some balls miss gloves
and runs cross the plate in
bunches this weekend.

2 BED/2.5 BATH TWO-STORY
CONDO 1152 sq. ft. off Old Taylor.
One mile to campus. Fireplace, carport, washer/dryer. $950/month plus
utility. Rent includes water/sewage/
trash. No pets. 662-259-0561
3 BED/2.5 BATH BEAUTIFUL
CONDO 1540 sq. ft. in Aspen Ridge,
1.2 miles to campus. Fireplace, granite counter tops, washer/dryer, and
more. $1500/month plus utility. No
pets. 662-259-0561

WEEKEND RENTAL
WEEKEND RENTALS Event weekends or any time. Locally owned and
operated, BBB accredited (662)8016692 www.oxfordtownhouse.com

BUSINESS
TRANSCULTURAL CARE ADHD,
Anxiety, Bipolar, Depression, Psych
Evaluation & Medication Management
www.transcultural-care.com Tel: 662234-5317 Olamide Alabi, PMHNP-BC

33769

BRIAN SCOTT RIPPEE
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Ole Miss softball fends off Mississippi State
which brought in the Rebels
second run of the game.
“I knew the balls she had
pitched me before,” McKinney said. “I was trying to
focus in on those and just
square something up, and it
worked out for me.”
The Rebels now shift
their attention to a
three-game away
series this weekend
against the University of Tennessee.

JUSTIN DIAL

thedmsports@gmail.com

In a low-scoring affair,
Ole Miss held off the Mississippi State Bulldogs in
a 2-0 victory during their
first and only meeting of the
regular season. Kaitlin Lee
started at pitcher for Ole
Miss and had a great game,
posting a shutout with three
strikeouts and just four conceded hits on the day.
“I can’t say enough about
what Kaitlin Lee came out
and did,” head coach Mike
Smith said. “I challenged
the pitchers to come out
and attack the zone and go
after hitters, and Kaitlin did
a great job tonight.”
In the first inning, the
Rebels had an opportunity
to start off on the right foot.
The first three Ole Miss
batters reached base safely, and the fourth, Ashton
Lampton, was hit by a pitch,
which forced a run to score.
“That was part of our game
plan, to stay and crowd that
plate on her. I said, ‘If we
get hit, we get hit,’” Smith
said. “It was that one run
that kind of stayed throughout the ball game.”
Ole Miss had the bases loaded with no outs after scoring its first run but
failed to capitalize on the
opportunity.
“The
coaches’
worst

As MSU’s second baseman Bevia Robinson waits for the pass, Elantra Cox makes it safely.
Rebels defeat Bulldogs 2-0 Wednesday.
nightmare is bases loaded
with nobody out and not
scoring,” Smith said. “But
we got the hit by pitch. I
think that was really good,
how we stood in there.”
After the first inning, the
hits were few and far between for both teams. The
score stayed at 1-0 for almost the entire game, but
the Rebels played well defensively.
“I think the Texas A&M
series kind of humbled us
a bit,” Smith said. “I think
it really changed our mindset and our focus. Our girls
came out ready to play.”
Ole
Miss
struggled
throughout the game to
drive in runs, hitting 2-15

with runners on base and
2-10 with runners in scoring position. The offensive
struggle was not limited to
Ole Miss; the Bulldogs ended the game going 0-9 with
runners on and registering
just three total hits on the
night.
“The right-handed hitters
were going in trying to get
hit to get on,” Lee said. “In
a way, it boosted my confidence because it tells me
they can’t hit it, so they’re
going to get hit.”
In the bottom of the sixth,
with a runner on second
base, Paige McKinney hit
a single to center field and
advanced to second on an
error by the centerfielder,

PHOTOS BY: MARLEE CRAWFORD

With bases loaded, a walk sends Elantra Cox home for the first point of the
night. Rebels defeat Bulldogs 2-0 Wednesday.

Sun.-Wed. 10:30am-1:00am, Thurs.-Sat. 10:30am-2:00am
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What you missed:
The Oxford Film
Festival

Rebels fall to
rival Mississippi
State
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Opening
weekend
Rebels kick off season with Swayze sweep
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DM STAFF REPORT

Student journalists receive highest honors at conference
University of Mississippi
students collected 27 awards
at the 30th-annual Southeast
Journalism Conference this
weekend, including Grand
Championship Team for onsite competitions and College
Journalist of the Year.
“These awards are important,” said Will Norton Jr.,
dean of the Meek School of
Journalism and New Media.
“They build a reputation for
the Meek School and the Student Media Center.”
More importantly, however,
Norton said the awards reflect
the students’ hard work and
faculty’s solid instruction and

The Student Media Center recruits each year for The Daily
Mississippian, NewsWatch, Rebel Radio, The Ole Miss yearbook and
theDMonline.com. More than 150 students work at Student Media
each semester, and most of them are paid for their work. Jobs are
open to all students, all majors, all grade classifications. Here are
some examples of the student positions:

indicate the Meek School is
headed in the right direction.
Austin Peay State University in Clarksville, Tennessee
hosted the 2016 conference,
attended by 324 students and
faculty from 27 colleges across
the
southeastern
United
States. Ole Miss will host the
2017 conference.
Sudu Upadhyay, awarded
first place and $1,000 for his
entry in the SEJC Best of the
South College Journalist of
the Year contest, was NewsWatch Manager for the 20142015 academic year.
Upadhyay’s entry included a
resume, an essay about jour-

nalism commitment and responsibility, recommendation
letters, and examples of his
work that included his NewsWatch enterprising coverage
of the IHL board’s Dan Jones
contract decision and a documentary about a UM engineering project in Togo, West
Africa.
“It’s a lot of hard work,” Upadhyay said. “A lot of nights
where you don’t sleep. But
when you love something as
much as I love my job, it’s a
good time.”
The Student Media Center

• Editor
• Reporter/Writer
• Photographer
• Designer
• Editorial Cartoonist
• Multimedia Editor/Producer
• Sales Manager

• Advertising Account Executive
• TV anchor
• TV Sports Director
• TV/Radio News Director
• TV Producer
• DM Delivery Person

COURTESY: BRITTANY CLARK

SEE CONFERENCE PAGE 3 Students pose with awards from the Southeast Journalism Conference.

To apply:
go to theDMonline.com and click on the
APPLY link at the top of the home page.
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